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Oral Skills Presentation Outline 
 

Topic 
The role of social information in speech perception. 

 
 

Thesis 
Social characteristics such as gender, age or social class systematically affect the way how speech is perceived. 
The perception of a merger-in-progress of vowels in New Zealand English is influenced by social factors. 
According to Hay, Paul and Drager speech perception involves not so much what we hear, but what we believe 
we hear. 

 
 

Outline 
1. Introduction 
2. Defining merger-in-progress of NEAR/SQUARE in New Zealand English 
3. Consequences of the merger-in-progress in the perception of New Zealanders – a study by Hay, Paul 

and Drager (2006) 
3.1. Procedure 
3.2. Results 
3.3. Explaining the results 

4. Conclusion 
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Oral Skills Presentation Outline 
 
 

Topic: The Rise of the Novel 
 

Research Question: What is a novel and how did it arise in England during the 18th century? 
 

Thesis: The novel narrates social events and is often rooted in a complex and social world. 
Furthermore, it distinguishes itself from the romance by showing life as it really is. It emerged in 
England due to many factors, such as: Buying power, circulating libraries, female readership, 
economic development and others. 

 
Outline: 

1. Introduction 
2. Definition of the novel 
3. Reasons why the novel rose 

3.1. Buying power 
3.2. Circulating libraries 3.3. 
Female readership 3.4. Middle 
class 
3.5. Booksellers 
3.6. Economic necessity 

4. Examples of novels 
5. Conclusion 
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